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Dear Sir: 

This paper is responsive to the non-final office action mailed on September 1, 2006. 
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concentric array of wave springs but that "one of ordinary skill in the art would be able to 
construct a circular array of wave springs to cover a circular area.** The Examiner is using 
impermissible hindsight to speculate that one of ordinary skill in the art would be able to construct 
a circular array. The rejection provides no evidentiary basis to support the Examiner's opinion that 
one of ordinary skill would be able to do what the Examiner contends. Therefore, the burden 
remains with the Examiner to provide a secondary reference to establish prima facie obviousness. 

Regarding claims 11 and 19, the Examiner argues that it would have been obvious to 
combine de Nora's apparatus with one resilient member on the cathode cavity with a resilient 
member on the anode cavity "in order to maintain multiple points of anode contact in a small 
fashion/* The rejection fails to state any benefit to making the proposed modification. The statement 
that the modification would "maintain multiple points of anode contact in a small fashion** says 
nothing about an advantage to "maintaining multiple points of anode contact in a small fashion" that 
would motivate one to make the proposed combination. Therefore, the burden remains with the 
Examiner to establish prima facie obviousness. 

Regarding claims 12 and 19, the rejection fails to state any reason, suggestion, or motivation 
to make the proposed modification to the base reference. For this reason, the burden remains with the 
Examiner to establish prima facie obviousness. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge $50 for one additional dependent claim to Deposit 
Account No. £8 0833 in the name of Hamilton Sundstrand. Applicant believes that no additional 
fees are necessary, however, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the account for any additional 
fees or credit the account for any overpayment 




Matthew L. Koziarz, gleg. No. 53,1 54 
Carlson, Gaskey & Olds 
400 W. Maple Road, Ste. 350 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
(248)988-8360 



Dated: December 1, 2006 



7 



PACE 7/8 * RCVD AT 12/1/2006 3:27:09 PM [Eastern Standard Time] " SVR:USPTO-EPXRP-6/10 * DN1S:2738300« CS!D:1248fl888303 * DURATION (mm-6s):01«S2 



